
Marathi Society of B.C.  hosts Ganesh Chaturthi Celebration in Vancouver  

 

Marathi Society of British Columbia conducts Shri Ganesh Puja each year on the very auspicious occasion 

of Ganesh Chaturthi.  This year, the puja was conducted at the Laxmi Narayan Vedic Hindu Mandir in 

Surrey in the evening on Thursday, September 1st.  Around 700 people from all communities attended 

the puja. 

One of the unique activities during this celebration was a Clay Ganapati-making session . From 5.30 to 

6.30 pm children made beautiful & colourful little Ganesh idols using playdoh. Approximately 10 -12 

children from a variety of age group of 3- 16 years took part in the activity, led by Rasika Acharya. 

Colourful playdoh (yellow, red, blue and green) was distributed to all and Ganapati-making was 

demonstrated step-by-step. Some of the parents helped the younger kids to keep up with the others. 

The activity ended by 6:50 pm and at the end, all the children proudly displayed their own Ganesh in a 

thali and performed puja while Shri Vinay Chaskar guided them through the puja.  

In spite of being a working day, it was a very successful event due to the tireless efforts of all the board 

members of MSBC and enthusiastic attendance by adults and kids, not just from the Marathi communtiy 

but from all the other social groups within the Hindu community as well. 

This year, the honour of conducting the sacred Ganapati Puja was bestowed on the Mhapankar family, 

which they did under the guidance of Shri Vinay Chaskar, co-founder of MSBC and current President of 

the MSBC Board.  The puja was performed as prescribed in holy Hindu scriptures and lasted for about an 

hour.  The puja hall in the temple was packed with devotees, who participated with enthusiasm in the 

divine celebration of Lord Ganesh, adored and revered in many parts of the world besides India.  There 

was group chanting of the mantras. Bhajans were sung in Marathi by Mrs. Manik Chaskar, & in Hindi by 

Mrs. Ravita Kulkarni, and in Hindi by Mr. Avinash Mehra.  

 

Aarati of Shri Ganesh was performed with great gusto by all devotees.  Chanting the Aaratis brought a 

feeling of devotion and joy in all devotees.  After the Aarati, devotees were able to partake of the Preeti-

bhojan offered downstairs in the dining area.  Volunteers from MSBC helped with the food preparation, 

and with serving the Prasad in the kitchen. 

All in all, for those far away from the mother country, the celebrations brought us all together in the 

devotion of Shri Ganesh. 

MSBC wishes to extend their heart-felt gratitude to the Laxmi Narayan Vedic Hindu Mandir Trustees, 

Committee Members & Volunteers for their co-operation in making this annual sacred ritual successful 

and beneficial to all devotees. May Shri Ganesh shower his blessings upon all! 



 

Dr. Vinay Chaskar prepares for Puja  

  

Playdoh Ganesh made by kids  



   

 

Children making Ganeshas with Rasika Acharya 



  

Devotees attending the Puja  

 

Mhapankar family performing Puja  

 


